
HOPE HALL NEWS 
Volume 11 No. 8 April 2006 

PRINCIPALÕS CORNER   ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ    YOUR HAPPINESS IS YOUR BUSINESS 
I’d like to share with you a story, which connects

our year long theme of reflecting on eliminating 
violence in our own lives with this month’s theme 
of what brings genuine happiness. 
 
     An American businessman was at the pier of a 
small, coastal Mexican village when a t iny boat with 
just one fisherman docked.  Inside the boat were 
several large yellow fin tuna.  The businessman 
complimented the fisherman on the quality of his fish 
and asked how long it took to catch them.  The 
fisherman replied, ÒOnly a little while.Ó 
      The businessman asked, ÒWhy didnÕt you stay out 
longer and catch more fish?Ó  The fisherman said he 
had enough to support his familyÕs immediate needs.  
The businessman then asked, ÒBut what do you do 
with the rest of your time?Ó 
     The fisherman said, ÒI sleep late, fish a little, play 
with my children, take siesta with my wife, Maria, 
stroll into the village each evening where I  sip wine 
and play guitar with my amigos.  I  have a full and 
busy life, senor.Ó 
     The businessman scoffed, ÒI am a Harvard MBA 
and could help you.  You should spend more time 
fishing and with the proceeds buy a bigger boat.  With 
the proceeds from the bigger boat you could buy 
several boats.  Eventually you would have a fleet of 
fishing boats.  Instead of selling your catch to a 
middleman, you would sell directly to the processor, 
eventually opening your own cannery.  You would 
control the product, processing, and distribution.  You 
could leave this small coastal fishing village and move 
to Mexico City, then LA and eventually New York City 
where you would run your expanding enterprise.Ó 
     The fisherman asked, ÒBut senor, how long will 
this all take?Ó 
     Ò15-20 years,Ó was the reply. 
     ÒBut what then, senor?Ó 
     The businessman laughed and said, ÒThatÕs the 
best part.  When the time is right you would announce 
an IPO and sell your company stock to the public and 
become very rich.  Your would make millions.Ó 
     ÒMillions, senor?Ó  Then what?Ó 

     Triumphantly, the businessman replied, ÒThen you 
would retire!  YouÕd move to a small coastal fishing 
village where you would sleep late, fish a little, play 
with your grandkids, take siesta with your wife, and 
stroll to the village in the evenings where you could 
sip wine and play your guitar with your amigos.Ó 
                           --Author Unknown 
 
During April we will help the students to see that  
happiness is an inside quality.  No amount of 
outside things or people can “make” us happy.  It 
comes from inside of ourselves.  
     Very often we can feel much more happiness 
from helping someone else than we can from 
getting something else.  The happiness we feel 
from doing something kind for someone else lasts 
much longer than the happiness we get from 
acquiring some new things. 
     A child who gets a new baseball glove is 
pleased with the gift, but is thrilled when the 
child’s parent goes out and actually plays catch 
with him/her. 
     As spring brings us longer and warmer days, 
set aside some time to take a walk with your 
family, or play a game with your children, or read 
a book together. 
      Forget about work for an hour and pay 
attention to the people who matter in your life.  In 
the end, if you lose everything else, but still have 
each other, that’s all that really matters.  If you 
want to be happy, practice “heart management” 
more than time management, or business 
management or budget management.  This type of 
happiness could do a lot to diminish the stress 
within you and within your home. 
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Alumni Corner        
   
Ethan Fr iends, Hope Hall class of 2003, is 
currently a high school junior in Naples.  He is 
involved in varsity bowling, the golf team, and is 
taking boxing lessons.  This winter he had a job at 
Hunt Hallow teaching snowboarding and skiing.  
In Naples, he is taking tech classes in architectural 
design, CAD drawing, and engineering.  He has 
been on the honor roll all 3 quarters during this 
school year.  He loves American History (a man 
after Sr. Diana’s heart) and is looking into Alfred 
State and other colleges.  Ethan made a point of 
saying he really misses everyone at Hope Hall 
and thinks about us often.  We miss you too, 
Ethan, and are very proud of you. 
    The following is a wonderful story about how 
our community continues to grow and be 
strengthened, even when our alumni are not 
physically present at Hope Hall. 
     Ben Scott-Dutcher , class of 2004, wanted to 
do something for the students and staff of Hope 
Hall.  He saw the Lion King this summer with his 
family and told his father, “I know exactly what I 
want to do.”  Ben had some money saved from 
when he was a baby.  He asked his parents if he 
could use the money to purchase tickets for all the 
students and staff of Hope Hall to see the Lion 
King when it came to Rochester.  Bursting with 
pride, his parents agreed, and Ben’s dad helped to 
organize the event.  On Sunday, March 26th, 80 
students and 15 staff saw the magnificent 
performance of the Lion King, thanks to Ben.  In 
addition, many family members of students and 
staff were able to see the play at reduced prices 
because Mr. Dutcher purchased the tickets at a 
group rate.  This tremendous act of generosity 
enabled many of us, who would never have been 
able to see this amazing musical, to enjoy an 
evening we will never forget.  It is a real 
testimony to Ben’s love for Hope Hall, his sense 
of community, and the spirit of selfless giving 
which he’s learned from his family. 
     Ben is currently in the 10th grade at East High 
School.  He is a member of the Junior ROTC 
program and is applying to enter the Fire 

Academy at East High next year.  Ben, Thank you 
so much! 
 
We encourage all of Hope Hall’s graduates to let 
Sr. Diana or Mrs. Tronolone know what’s going 
on.  Some information would be: 
a) Are you in college now or have you 

graduated? 
b) Where are you working? 
c) Are you married? 
d) If you are in high school, how are you doing? 
e) Have you won any awards or received any 

honors? 
f) Is there anything else you’d like us to know or 

celebrate about you? 
Don’t be shy – you have a lot to be proud of! 
 
 
 

Thank you to Volunteers 

   Special thanks to the following volunteers who 
helped with the New York State 4th and 8th Grade 
Mathematics tests given in March: Gerry and Jean 
Lafferty, Barb Shea, GeorgeAnn Schauffele, Mary 
Lou Tiernan, Tom Hull, Bill Witt, Ed Connors, 
Janet Miller, and Betsy Thornton.  The students and 
teachers are so grateful for your presence and your 
support during the testing. 

 
 
 
 

MORNING ABSENCES 
 
If your child is NOT going to be riding the school 
bus to school in the morning because of illness or 
an appointment, please call your district 
transportation office to let them know.  You may 
call up to ten minutes before your child’s regular 
pick-up time and they can radio to the bus.  The 
Rochester City School District is especially 
concerned that some pick-ups are delayed as 
drivers are waiting to verify if a child is just 
“running late” or actually not riding that morning.  
We appreciate your help with this. 

 
 

BOOK FAIR 
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 As the kick-off to our annual Reading Marathon, 
Hope Hall once again held a Scholastic Book 
Fair. Thank you to Mrs. Carolyn Roorda, Mrs. 
Sue DiVita, Mrs. Julie Mullen and Mrs. Ann 
Marie Spillan for all the hard work, endless 
enthusiasm, and amazing attention to detail 
(they even had a complete campsite) in setting 
up this yearÕs Book Fair .  These people gave up 
several hours of their time to transform our 
community room into a camping experience. 
Special thanks goes to 9th grader Beth Stanley, 
who drew all the bugs to decorate our campsite.      
Many, many thanks to all the following 
volunteers who manned the book fair during 
school hours and on Thursday evening and also 
helped to “pack it up” on Friday: Carolyn 
Roorda, Julie Mullen, Ann Marie Spillan, Sue 
DiVita, Dan Ferrante, Helene Watson, Colleen 
Conner-Ziegler ,  Matt DiVita, Laur ie 
Mastrosimone, Mike Spillan, Maria Seda, 
L issette Ocasio, and Chr is Pittaway.   
The Ice Cream Social held on the night of the 
book fair was a huge success as well. Families 
could browse for books and also enjoy an ice 
cream sundae to celebrate their purchases.  Our 
sincere thanks to our sundae servers:  Rosemary 
Ferrante, Mike Roorda, K inda Davis, Arrelia 
Beard, and Carl DiVita.   
Our total sales were close to $1500.  Since this 
book fair was a buy on, get one free event, that 
means we put nearly $3000 worth of new books 
into the hands of our Hope Hall students and their 
families.  That is a job well done! 
 
 

Reading Marathon 
     Last year between April 1st and June 1st, Hope 
Hall students, parents, and teachers read over 
200,000 pages as students navigated across the 
United States, visiting historic sites along the 
way, until reaching the Statue of Liberty in New 
York City’s harbor. This year, we launch our 
Tenth Reading Marathon on Monday, April 3rd 
(pages read beginning Saturday, April 1st will 
count in each reader’s total).  Our theme this year 
is a continuation of our Social Studies 
Renaissance Festival. 
     Each classroom is represented by a symbol 
from the Middle Ages, including the jester hat, 

the knights and their ladies, shields, crowns, or 
other items representing the time period.  As the 
students read throughout April and May, their 
symbols will move across a giant time line in 
order to reach the Community Room Castle.  
Each week during DEAR (Drop Everything And 
Read) time teachers will record the number of 
pages read over the past week. Students who read 
at home must have parents sign their reading 
forms to verify those pages.  Students can only 
count pages read beginning Apr il 1st. 
      Students who meet their reading goal (800 
pages) and reach the Castle (in the Community 
Room) will be eligible for special prizes and 
awards. The entire school will celebrate the 
completion of the Reading Marathon with a 
special picnic/activity day in June.  Students will 
also be working for individual bronze, silver, and 
gold medals, which they can earn by reading 
pages beyond their goal. 
       Parents and teachers can also earn medals for 
reading, and our presence, as role models during 
this time, will be very important.  To show how 
serious we are, the entire school, including Sr. 
Diana and the office staff, will Drop Everything 
And Read each Tuesday from 9:00 - 9:15.  Please 
do join us in this great Reading Marathon venture. 
       If anyone has children’s books that are no 
longer needed/wanted by your family, please 
bring them to school.  We’ll use them as prizes 
during the next 8 weeks.  Likewise, if anyone 
would like to donate stickers, posters or other 
items that could be used as prizes for students 
making efforts toward attaining their reading 
goals, please send them to Hope Hall in care of 
Sr. Diana.   We will keep you posted on our 
progress! 
 
 

SPRING BREAK  

FRIDAY, APRIL 14th Ð 
FRIDAY, APRIL 21st 

No school for students 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT THE CLASS 

TRIP 
 
The itinerary for this year’s Philadelphia trip has 
been finalized.  Everyone must report to school at 
7:30 AM, as we will be leaving Hope Hall at 8:00 
AM on Friday, May 26th.  We will be visiting the 
Franklin Institute, the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art, visiting Independence Hall and viewing the 
Liberty Bell, and spending some time at the New 
Jersey Aquarium. On our last day we will go to 
the Philadelphia Zoo (the oldest zoo in the United 
States) before leaving for home on Sunday, May 
28th.  Final payment for the trip will be due on 
April 24th.  
 
  
 

REMINDER 
 

The back doors of the school are locked every day 
from 9:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M . to ensure the 
safety of our students.  If you are dropping off or 
picking up your child during these hours, please 
enter and exit from the FRONT DOOR ONLY.  
All students arr iving late or leaving early must 
be signed in or out in the Main Office. 

 
 

 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

The Hope Hall Student of the Month has been 
announced for March 2006. Congratulations to 
Beth Stanley.  Beth and her family are invited to 
attend a breakfast meeting of the Rochester A.M. 
Rotary with Sr. Diana.  She will also have her 
name added to the plaque in the front hall and will 
receive a $10 award.  In addition, the Rotary will 
purchase new books for our Library in honor of 
Beth! 

We congratulate our other March Student of the 
Month nominees: Ron Jones, Aaron Lambert-
Forbes, Kieran Madigan, Randy Price, Kadrie 
Ilazi, Alexandra Alligood, Lonnie Burgos, and 
Molly Spillan.  Students are nominated for their 
willingness to help others and their school 

community.  Students must also show outstanding 
effort in their work and must follow Hope Hall 
rules and help others in their efforts to follow the 
rules.  

 
 

Spr ing Fling presentsÉ.  
 
     Kaufmann’s has announced the Spring Fling 
entertainment and events for April 11th at 
Eastview Mall:  Jon Seiger Trio, Imani Theatre 
Ensemble, Kanack School of Music Orchestra, 
and Rusted Steel.  There will be Fashion Show 
beauty demonstrations with samples from the 
Cosmetics Departments, and celebrity hosts Janet 
Lomax, Josh Nichols, Pat McGonigle and Holly 
Maynard.  Enjoy delicious hors d’oeuvres and 
desserts from Loree’s Catering, New York State 
wines, Maggie Moo’s Ice Cream, sweets from 
Fedele’s Bakery, demonstrations from Keurig 
coffee, Calphalon and Biaggi’s chef, Kevin 
Lynch. 
     Remember, tickets are $10.00 and the event is 
scheduled from 6pm – 10 pm on April 11th at 
Kaufmann’s at the Eastview Mall.  100% of your  
$10.00 ticket price will be given to Hope Hall.  
It’s a great way to help the school and have fun 
shopping.  
 

 
 

HIGH HOPES CABARET 
     The High Hopes Cabaret will be held on 
Sunday, May 21st at the I talian Amer ican 
Community Center  (150 Frank Dimino Way) 
from 4:00 Ð 7:00 PM. Cash bar, raffle pr izes, 
buffet supper and specialty desser ts with 
enter tainment by the talented Phyl Contestable 
and Alan Jones paying tr ibute to ÒRomance.Ó 

Tickets are $28.00. Please call L inda Foster  at 
426-5824 to reserve your  tickets for this great 
event. 
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Lunch Orders for May 
will be Due Apr il 13th 

 
Cinco De Mayo 

 
     In order to celebrate this Spanish holiday on 
May 5th, Senora Crossed-Rieck, Mrs. Roach, Miss 
Thorn, Senora Heym and the 8th graders have 
decided to offer a special lunch menu for the day.   
This special meal will replace the normal pizza.  
If your child didn’t order the Spanish meal that 
day, he/she will need to bring their lunch on May 
5th.  All proceeds will be used to help with the 
cost of the 8/9-grade trip to Philadelphia in May. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sr. Diana Needs Sole Mates 
 
     For the last 9 years, Sr. Diana has participated 
in the walk to raise money for the MS Society.  
Multiple Sclerosis is a chronic, disabling, 
neurological disease that radically changed the 
health and life of her dear friend, Sr. Kathy 
Weider, Vice-President of Hope Hall’s Board of 
Trustees.  Over the last 10 years, medical 
advances and treatment, as well as all the 
programs and services offered by the Upstate 
Chapter of the National MS Society, have helped 
Sr. Kathy progress from not being able to walk or 
stand without assistance, to being able to stand 
and walk short distances independently.  Both Sr. 

Kathy and Sr. Diana know many people in the 
Rochester area who are helped daily by services 
offered by MS programs and research.   
     Sr. Diana will be participating in this year’s 
walk to be held on Sunday, May 7th and she 
needs sponsors who will tell her to “take a hike” 
and become her sole mate by making a pledge to 
help fight MS. 
     If you would like to sponsor Sr. Diana, please 
make out a check to National MS Society and 
send it to school or send your cash pledge.  No 
amount is too small – every dollar makes a 
difference.   
     Last year you helped Sr. Diana raise $1,100. 
She’s hoping to raise $1,200 this year, and prays 
for each person who sponsors her as she walks.   
      All pledges must be in to Sr. Diana by April 
28th.  Thank you for helping to end the effects of 
MS. 
 
 
I tÕs Not Too LateÉ .. 
 
The second phase of the Path to Hope will be 
installed this summer.  Honor your loved ones and 
friends with a special brick on the walkway.  A 
brick makes a wonderful gift…Weddings, 
graduations, Mother’s Day or Father’s Day, 
whatever the occasion.  Please call Linda Foster 
in the Development Office at 426-5824 for more 
information. 
 
 
SAVE the DATES: 
 
May 25th… Walk for Hope WALK-A-THON 
 
June 14th  ……Fine Ar ts Festival 

 
June 26th…. 10th Annual Golf Tournament 
 
October 14th … Hope Hall Gala at Oak Hill  

                              Country Club  

          


