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PRINCIPALÕS CORNER A GIFT THAT WI LL MATTER 
     December is one month Ð perhaps more than 
any other Ð when we are surrounded by stark 
contrasts and contradictions. 

     We have the least amount of daylight, but the 
nights are brightened by thousands of lights 
decorating homes and reminding us that GodÕs 
light is brighter than any darkness. 

     Christians prepare to celebrate the birth of a 
Savior born into such poverty that his first home 
on this earth was a stable filled with animals.  
Ironically, the preparations leading up to this 
celebration focus on spending a great deal of 
money purchasing gifts in order to give more 
things to people to show them how much they 
are loved. 

     The stress that often accompanies the 
preparations for Christmas, or Hanukkah, or 
even Kwanza, often leaves us short tempered, 
irritable, and at our worst for the very ones we 
love the most. 

     This isnÕt going to be another one of those 
articles slamming the materialism of our society.  
I know that giving gifts is important, especially 
if they come from the heart and not from some 
misguided sense of obligation. 

     But I would like to offer a suggestion for 
what may be the greatest gift you could give to 
someone you love, or someone with whom you 
work.  It is a gift that will have a tremendous 
impact on the quality of the receiverÕs life, as 
well as on your own as giver. 

     The gift of which I am speaking is the pledge 
to praise the people you criticize the most; the 
gift of compliments for efforts someone is 
making, even if the job isnÕt perfect; the gift of 
saying ÒI love youÓ to a family member who is 

difficult to love, and ÒI forgive youÓ to someone 
who needs your forgiveness. 

     The gift of which I am speaking is a whole 
month of making a real effort Ð even in the midst 
of stress and fatigue Ð to stop and ask yourself 4 
questions before you say anything to someone 
else or about someone else.  The questions are: 

¥ Is what IÕm about to say the truth? 

¥ Is it necessary for me to say this to this 
person? 

¥ Will my saying this help this person, or 
someone else in any way? 

¥ Is what IÕm about to say kind?  Will it 
lead to greater kindness to or for 
someone else? 

     If you gave the gift of very consciously 
choosing to use praise instead of criticism, 
compliments instead of profanity, if you asked 
yourself the 4 questions and then only spoke if 
you could say ÒYesÓ to each of them, and if you 
told someone you loved or forgave them, the 
difference in your life, as well as your family and 
workplace, would be incredible. The gift you 
would be giving would change hearts and 
attitudes Ð something that tends to keep on 
giving long after the gift has been given. 

     One more gift of words that accompanies the 
others is the pledge to not participate in gossip of 
any kind. 

     It seems that the greater the times of stress, 
the more weÕre dissatisfied with ourselves, the 
more we speak negatively about others.  Of 
course, if we ask ourselves the 4 questions, most 
gossip will be hindered, if not completely 
stopped.  But I offer this little story as a reminder 
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for those times when youÕre tempted to crab to 
one family member about another, or when you 
get even with a co-worker whoÕs driving you 
crazy by spreading a negative story about them 
to someone else.  The story goes like thisÉ     

An individual repeated a bit of gossip about a 
neighbor.  Within a few days, the whole 

community knew the story.  The person it 
concerned was deeply hurt and offended.  Later, 

the one responsible for spreading the rumor 
learned that it was completely untrue.  Feeling 

very sorry, the person went to a wise old sage, to 
find out what could be done to repair the 

damage.  ÒGo to the marketplace,Ó said the sage, 
Òand purchase a chicken, and have it killed.  

Then on your way home, pluck its feathers and 
drop them one by one along the road.Ó  Although 
surprised by this advice, the person did what the 
sage suggested.  The next day the wise sage said, 
Ò Now, go collect all those feathers you dropped 

yesterday and bring them back to me.Ó The 
individual followed the same road, but was 

dismayed to find that the wind had blown all the 
feathers away.  After searching for hours, the 
person returned to the sage with only three 

feathers.  ÒYou see, it is easy to drop them, but it 
is impossible to get them back.  So it is with 

gossip.  It doesnÕt take much to spread a rumor, 
but once you do, you can never completely       

undo the wrong.Ó 
                      -Unknown- 

     Just for December, give the gift of total 
abstinence from gossip, criticism, swearing, 
name-calling, and other negative language.  Give 
the gift of thoughtful words, words of praise and 
love and forgiveness; words that heal.  I promise 
you that the difference in your life and in the 
lives of those around you will be profound. 
     May the God whose Light and Love we 
celebrate fill your hearts and your homes with a 
deeper love and brighter light than any youÕve 
ever known. 
     May 2007 be abundantly blessed for each of 
you. 

 
 
 

 

Alumni Corner  

Jenee LoPresti, Hope Hall class of 1998 
graduated from Greece Athena High School in 
2002.  While attending Athena, Jenee worked in 
several different jobs.  Her first job was in the 
Greece Central School District Main Office.  She 
did administrative work there.  Her next job was 
at BOCES, where she did carpentry, laundry, and 
piece work.  After that, Jenee worked at Care-A-
Lot Day Care Center, as a kitchen assistant.  
After graduating, Jenee began working at Greece 
Apollo Middle School, in food service.  She 
worked there for 1 year, then moved on to 
Greece Long Ridge Elementary School.  She 
now works at 2 Greece elementary schools, Long 
Ridge and English Village.  Every summer, 
Jenee has gone back to work at Care-A-Lot Day 
Care Center.  Jenee remembers her time at Hope 
Hall very fondly.  She commented that all the 
teachers were very nice, and she felt very 
comfortable there.  She wants to say ÒHelloÓ to 
everyone. 

Emily Platt, Hope Hall class of 2006, is a 
freshman at the School of the Arts.  Her family is 
thrilled with her first report card, which showed 
6 A+ grades, one grade of A, and one B.  
Congratulations Emily! 

Victoria Brayer , Hope Hall class of 2004, is 
currently a junior at Nazareth Academy. Victoria 
was just elected as a representative to the Student 
Council.  Way to go Vicki! 

 

 

 

JANUARY LUNCH ORDERS 
ARE DUE IN SCHOOL ON 

DECEMBER 14th. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Volunteers 
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   Special thanks to the following volunteers who 
helped with the New York State 5th Grade Social 
Studies tests given in November: Jim OÕLeary, 
Heidi K istler , Br idget Tierno, Rose Mary 
Flihan, Jean and Jerry Laffer ty, and Nancy 
Carra. The fifth grade students are so grateful for 
your presence and your support during the testing. 

 

 

DECEMBER SCHOOL 
CLOSINGS 

  Holiday Recess - No School 

   December 21 (Noon) --- January 2 

 School Reopens  

Wednesday, January 3 

 

HEALTH CLASS SPEAKER 

      Mr. Steve Huston, Youth Intervention 
Specialist for Pathways to Peace, gave a 
powerful presentation for our 7th, 8th, and 9th 
grade students on November 13th.  Pathways to 
Peace is a project of the MayorÕs Office, City of 
Rochester that focuses on gang prevention and 
intervention.  Mr. Huston is both a former gang 
member and a former U. S. Marine. 

     Mr. Huston set up the ÒrealityÓ experience of 
a ÒclickÓ or gang for us, choosing students to 
represent various members of his group.  As 
these participants stood and selected others to 
stand with them, it became obvious how quickly 
the ÒgangÓ could expand.  Mr. Huston spoke 
about the reality of gang life and painted a very 
real picture of the likely consequences.  This 
exercise clearly demonstrated what could happen 
when someone else has total control of your life, 
your personal power,  and your choices.  Mrs. 
Duritza and Ms. Levit hope to have Mr. Huston 
return to continue his work with our students and 
staff regarding youth intervention. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES 

This year our Winter Concert will be performed 
on Thursday, December 21st at 10:30 AM.  The 
students and our music Director, Mr. Tyrell 
Carver, have been working very hard and are 
eager to start your holiday season with music. 

Please call and let us know if you will be 
attending. This will help us to have enough 
chairs for all visitors.   

 

 

 

 

 
Parent Empowerment Reflection Day: 

Celebrate the Season of Advent 
 
WHEN:   Saturday, December 16th 

                 1:30 PM  Ð  4:00 PM. 
WHERE:  Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse 
                  150 French Road 
WHAT:  Time to Listen, Reflect, Share  
                Time to discover the power to Be and 
Do 
                Time to Grow and Recreate Yourself  
Cost:  $5.00 offering suggested 
 
If you are interested in attending this workshop, 
please fill out the form and return to school by 
December 11th.   Please call Sr. Kathy (school 
426-0210 or Home 641-8192 if you have any 
questions. 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

Empowerment Reflection Day 
Name ____________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________ 
 
Phone Number _______________________ 
 
 

 

 

                                                     

REMINDER 
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SNOW CLOSINGS 

1. If the City of Rochester closes school due to 
snow, Hope Hall will be closed. 

2. If Gates-Chili closes, Hope Hall will also 
close because it means the weather in Gates 
makes it too dangerous for the children to 
come to school. 

3. If the district you live in closes, they will 
NOT send buses to pick up your child even if 
Gates-Chili has not closed schools. 

4. If Hope Hall is open and the district in which 
you live has closed schools; you have to 
make a prudent decision. If itÕs possible for 
you to bring your child to school, please do 
so.  If itÕs too dangerous, or if you have no 
way of getting your child here, call school to 
let us know and keep him/her home. 

5. In case of bad weather, we will list our 
school closing by 6:00 AM on the following 
stations: 

 

 RADIO AM: 

  WHAM 1180 

            RADIO FM:  

WBEE ( 92.5)                      WPXY (98.5) 

WBBF (98.9)                       WXXI (91.5) 

WVOR (100.5) 

             TV 

Channels  8, 10,13 and R-News 

 

PLEASE LISTEN TO THE RADIO OR 
WATCH THE TV FOR CLOSINGS.  IF 
YOU DO NOT HEAR OUR SCHOOLÕS 
NAME, THEN WE ARE NOT CLOSED. 

 

Hang this on your  refr igerator or in a place 
where you can see it for easy reference. 

 

 

WI NTER REMINDERS 

The snow will eventually blanket our earth, and 
itÕs time to remind everyone that students need to 
come to school dressed for winter.  Students go 
outside each day for recess unless itÕs raining or 
the wind chill is below 22 degrees F.  The cold, 
fresh air actually refreshes the children and kills 
many germs.  However, students need to wear 
boots, mittens or gloves, and have a hat or hood 
for their heads.  If boots are something your 
child refuses to wear, then send an old pair of 
sneakers and extra pair of socks to school.  
Students need to keep their feet dry.  Girls who 
wear skirts should have a pair of slacks or jeans 
to cover their legs.  Younger children should also 
bring an extra pair of slacks or jeans to put on 
over their school pants. 

 

HOPE HALL COMMUNITY ROOM 
NAMED 

     On Friday, November 17th, the community 
Room that we cherish was named the Sister 
Ursuline Spohn, S.S.J. Community Room. 

     Sister Ursuline died on August 1, 2001.  She 
loved Hope Hall dearly, and was a zealous 
supporter of the school, the children, and Sr. 
Diana. 

     Sister UrsulineÕs grandniece, Karen 
OÕConnor, gave Hope Hall a significant donation 
this summer in honor of Sr. Ursuline.  Ms. 
OÕConnor and her mother, Sr. UrsulineÕs niece, 
drove from Boston, Massachusetts to attend the 
dedication ceremony.  They were joined by Ms. 
OÕConnorÕs brother, his wife, and son, who live 
in Rochester, and several Sisters of St. Joseph 
who were close friends of Sister Ursuline. 

    Ms. OÕConnorÕs gift will be used for 
operations budget, and is a tremendous help to 
us.  Sister UrsulineÕs picture is in our 
Community room Ð a clear reminder of her spirit 
watching over us and continuing to help Hope 
Hall. 

 

   

 

 

Eastr idge Kiwanis Ter r ific K ids 
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     We are so proud of the number of Hope Hall 
students who regularly demonstrate the 
following qualities that characterize Terrific 
Kids: 

T houghtful, E nthusiastic, R espectful,  

R esponsible, I  nfluential, F riendly,  

I  mpeccable, and C aring 

For the month of November, teachers could 
select 1 student from their homeroom who 
demonstrated these qualities on a daily basis in 
every class.  Those students are:  Ryan 
Faulkner , Tyler  Brock, Nico Martinez, Billy 
Harkin, Brandon Beard, Jacob Steele, 
Dakoda Blackmer, Kr ista Gordon, and Tim 
Wood. 

These students are recognized for their efforts 
toward building community and demonstrating, 
in all areas of their lives, the qualities that make 
up Terrific Kids.  Congratulations to their 
parents, families, and teachers who support and 
encourage each of them in their efforts. 

 

NOVEMBER 
STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

The Rochester A.M. Rotary has become a 
partner with Hope Hall in saluting students who 
show outstanding efforts in their studies and 
classwork, in living out the Hope Hall rules, and 
in giving voluntary service to the Hope Hall 
Community and beyond.   It is quite an honor to 
be a Student of the Month Nominee, and 11 
students earned that honor during October.  We 
are very proud of each of these students.  They 
are: Bianca Brooken, Jake Perr in, Aleksandr 
Scotto, Alex DiVita, Molly Spillan, and 
Marcus Pittaway. 

The student who earned the title of Hope HallÕs 
Student of the Month for November 2006 is 
Andrea Ferrante.   She will be attending a 
breakfast meeting of the Rochester A.M. Rotary 
on Friday, December 8th.   AndreaÕs name will 
be added to the STUDENT OF THE MONTH 
plaque in the front hall and she will receive a $10 
award.  In addition, the Rotary will purchase a 
new book for our Library in AndreaÕs honor. 

News from Development 

The Future Full of Hope  Annual Appeal is now 
under way!  This appeal is an integral part of the 
overall fundraising goal for Hope Hall.  If you 
did not receive a packet in the mail, please call 
Linda Foster in the Development Office at 426-
5824.  Thank you so much for your generosity. 

NEW DATES TO MARK ON YOUR 
CALENDAR 

Walk for Hope                                  May 24th 

12th Annual Golf Tournament           June 25th 

If you have a car that you would like to donate, 
please call Jim DelVecchio at Hi-Way towing 
ServiceÑ 752-6606. 

If you would like to receive the Hope Hall 
Newsletter by e-mail, please call Linda Foster in 
the Development Office.  Also, have you seen 
our website lately?  Check out our website at 

www.hopehall.org for all the latest Hope 
Hall news and photos1. 

 

SPREAD THE WORD 

Hope Hall can be designated as a United Way 
Donor Option.  Our number is 2108.  People 
wishing to designate Hope Hall to receive their 
United Way donation must ask for a special 
donor-option card and then check #2108.  Last 
yearÕs donations to Hope Hall were $65,000 and 
enabled us to balance our budget without raising 
tuition.  The funds from the United Way Donor 
option are critical for Hope Hall.  With rising 
costs of operation, - from gas and electric to 
telephone to cost of living and health benefits for 
the teachers and staff, the only way to keep 
tuition down is to encourage more people to 
specify Hope Hall to receive their United Way 
donations.  Please encourage your family and co-
workers to designate Hope Hall as their donor 
option. 

Hope Hall is also a United Way Donor Option 
for Combined Federal Campaign of Rochester  
(CFC #9130) and the State Employees 
Federated Appeal (SEFA #66-1012).  Each of 
these will have a separate number and you must 
request the appropriate forms. 
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Grandparents Day and Book Fair      

An Enormous Success 

Over 120 Grandparents and special friends 
attended our 6th annual GrandparentÕs Day and 
enjoyed a delicious sit-down lunch of baked ziti, 
salad, and dessert with their grandchildren. 

     I need to tell a story about this GrandparentÕs 
Day, which highlights just how remarkable Hope 
Hall parents, and grandparents are.  

     Each year a group of parents cooks all of the 
baked ziti across the street in the Gates 
Community Center.  This year, three days before 
the event, we found out that we could not use the 
kitchen in the Community Center this year.  The 
leaders of our Parent Group decided not to tell 
Sr. Diana (trying to keep stress to a minimum).  
Instead they activated the parent phone tree and 
got lots of volunteers to bake the ziti at home and 
deliver it to school for the lunch. 

     While this was happening, many other parent 
and grandparent volunteers were busy covering 
tables in the cafeteria and gym with beautiful 
fall-colored tablecloths, bringing in homemade 
desserts, and getting ready to serve 125 
grandparents, 105 children, 30 staff, and 20 
volunteers a delicious meal. 

     I have never been as proud of our parent 
group as I was that day. 

     This event, coupled with our Book Fair, 
taught our students a wonderful lesson about 
community Ð weÕre all in this together, many 
hands make work easier, we all matter. 

     I also want to thank all the people who 
worked until 10:00 pm on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday before the Book Fair, 
transforming our Community Room into a 
rainforest and setting up all the books.  Your 
creativity and energy are tremendous gifts to all 
of us at Hope Hall.  The following is a list of 
volunteers who helped to make GrandparentÕs 
Day, and the Book Fair possible. 

 

 

 

 

GrandparentÕs Day: 

Ellen and William Ferguson                            
Annerose and Tim Sullivan                                 

Becky and Dave Corcimiglia                 

Waverly Roach                     Miranda Richmond   
Christine Geen                      Dorothy A. Warnick  
Colleen Conner Ziegler        Lynnene Grant 
Aurelia Beard                        Lisette Ocasio 
Peggy Gottschalk                  Jennifer Russell 
Laurie Mastrosimone            Karen Hughes     
Dr. Carl DiVita                      Jane Brock      
Marie Seda                            Sara Williams 
Elizabeth Hawkes                  Sal Scotto   
Christine Garitselov              Danielle Roach                     
Jan Barney                             Sue DiVita       
Carolyn Roorda                     Ann Marie Spillan 

Book Fair  Volunteers: 

Alan, Christine, and Marcus Pittaway           
Kathy Rupert, Jacob and Lexi                   
William and Ellen Ferguson                           
Carl, Matt, and Alex DiVita                          

Mike and Molly Spillan                             

Deb and Shawn Padden        Chris Geen          
Matt and Sara Roorda           Ellen Young  
Donna Raleigh                       Mary Ann Springer                
Laurie Mastrosimone            Sal Scotto          
Rita OÕHara                           Karen Biddle 
Colleen Conner Ziegler         Ron Jones  
Lynnene Grant                       Michelle Graser 
Waverly Roach                      Miranda Richmond 
Fred Dolce                             Sue DiVita        
Ann Marie Spillan                 Carolyn Roorda 

The Book Fair raised over $2000 worth of new 
titles for our Hope Hall library, and teachers and 
staff received numerous selections from their 
wish lists.  Thanks to all the families that 
supported our Book Fair. 
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POINSETTIA FUND-RAISER 
     Hope Hall's Poinsettia Sale is one of our 
oldest traditions.  The proceeds from the 
fundraiser help to raise much-needed funds for 
our operational budget.  As most of you know, 
the deficit between tuition for each child ($3900) 
and actual cost for each child ($9400) is $5500 
per child.  It is fundraising activities such as the 
poinsettia sale and all the other things we do - 
many of which are listed in this Newsletter, that 
help us to make up this deficit in our operations 
expenses. 
    The poinsettias are in 6-inch foiled pots.  The 
cost is $7.00 per plant.  They make wonderful 
gifts for the holiday season.  Would you please 
help us by asking family, friends, co-workers, 
employers, or church groups to buy a plant 
and/or purchase some yourself? 
 

 

Poinsettia Pick Up is on 
                     Monday, December 18th 

               12:00 PM until 4:00 PM 
Or 

                   Tuesday, December 19th 

               7:30 AM until 4:00 PM 

 

Money MUST accompany 

 all orders. 

 
Please return the order blanks and money to 
school. This is because our  distr ibutor will not 
have any plants available for us after  that 
date. 

Thanks for all your help.  Each time you 
participate in these fund-raisers, you are doing 
your part to keep Hope Hall alive for these 
children. 

 

 

 

Use the following form to order  plants 
if you do not have a child attending 
Hope Hall. 

NOTE:  I f you know of churches, 
businesses, or banks that purchase 
poinsettias for the holidays, would you 
ask them to consider  calling Hope Hall 
and order ing them from us?   Thank 
You! 

 

NO ORDERS CAN BE 
ACCEPTED AFTER 

December 8th 

 
ORDER FORM 

Color of Poinsettia is RED 

# of plants ordered for December pick-up 
@$7.00 

                    ________ 

 

Your Name _________________ 

Grade ________ 

Amount Enclosed ___________ 

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS 
PAYABLE TO HOPE HALL 
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