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PRINCIPAL& CORNER

A GIFT THAT WILL MATTER

Decembe is one month B perhgps more than
any othe B when we are surroundel by stark
conftrasts and contradictions

We have the least amount of daylight, but the
nights are brightened by thousnds of lights
decorating homes and reminding us that God3
lightis brighter than any darkness.

Christians prepare to celebrate the birth of a
Savior bom into such povety tha his first home
on this earth was a stable filled with animals.
Ironically, the preparations leading up to this
celebration focus on spending a great deal of
money purchasing gifts in order to give more
things to people to show them how much they
areloved.

The stress tha often accompanies the
preparations for Christmas, or Hanukka, or
even Kwanza, often leaves us short tempered,
irritable, and at our worst for the very ones we
lovethemod.

This isn® going to be another one of those
articles damming the materialism of our sodety.
| know tha giving gifts is important, especially
if they come from the heart and not from some
misguided sense of obligation.

But | would like to offer a suggestion for
wha may be the greatest gift you could give to
someone you love, or someone with whom you
work. It is a gift tha will have a tremendous
impact on the qudity of the receiver@ life, as
well as onyour own as giver.

The gift of which | am speaking is the pledge
to praise the people you criticize the mog; the
gift of compliments for efforts someone is
making, even if the job isn® perfect; the gift of
saying Q love youOto a family member who is

difficult to love, and Q forgive youOto someone
who needsyour forgiveness.

The gift of which | am speaking is a whole
month of making areal effort Beven in themidgs
of stress and fatiguebto stop and ask yourself 4
guestions before you say anything to someone
else or aboutsomeoneelse. Thequestionsare:

¥ Iswhat |®n aboutto say thetruth?

¥ Isit necessary for me to say this to this
peson?

¥  Will my saying this hdp this person, or
someoneelse in any way?

¥ Is wha IGn about to say kind? Will it
lead to greater kindnes to or for
someoneelse?

If you gave the gift of very congioudy
choosng to use praise indead of criticism,
compliments ingead of profanity, if you asked
yourself the 4 questions and then only spoke if
you could say Or esOto each of them, and if you
told someone you loved or forgave them, the
differencein your life, aswell as yourfamily and
workplace, would be incredible. The gift you
would be giving would change hearts and
atitudes B something tha tends to keep on
giving long after the gift has been given.

One more gift of words tha accompanies the
othersisthe pledgeto not paticipaein gossip of
any kind.

It seems that the greater the times of stress,
the more weQe dissatisfied with ourselves, the
more we speak negdively about otheas. Of
course, if we ask ourselves the 4 questions mos
gosip will be hindeed, if not completely
stoppal. Butl offer thislittle story asareminde
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for those times when you@e tempted to crab to
one family member about another, or when you
get even with a co-worker who@® driving you
crazy by spreading a negaive story about them
to someoneelse. Thestory goes like thisE

Anindividud repested a bit of gossip abouta
neghbor Within afew days, thewhole
community knew thestory. Thepersonit
concerned was deeply hurt and offended. Later,
the oneresponsble for spreading therumor
learned tha it was completely untrue Feeling
very sorry, the person went to awise old sage, to
find outwhat could bedoneto repar the
damage. GBo to the marketplace, Osaid the sage,
@Gind purchase a chicken, and have it killed.
Then onyour way home, pluck its feathers and
drop them oneby oneaongtheroad.O Although
surprised by this advice, the person did wha the
sagesuggested. Thenext day thewise sage said,
ONow, gocollect al thos feathers you dropped
yesterday and bring them back to me.OThe
individud followed the same road, butwas
dismayed to find tha thewind had blown all the
feathers away. After searchingfor hous, the
person returned to the sagewith only three
feathers. OYou seg, it iseasy to dropthem, butit
isimpossible to get them back. Soitiswith
gossip. It doesn®take much to spread arumor,
but once you do, you can never completely
undothewrong®

-Unknown-

Jud for December, give the gift of total
abginence from gossip, criticism, swearing,
name-calling, and othe negdive languaye Give
thegift of thoughful words wordsof praise and
love and forgiveness, wordstha hedl. | promise
you tha thedifference in yourlifeandin the
lives of those aroundyou will be profound.

May the God whos Lightand Lovewe
celebrate fill your hearts and your homes with a
deeper love and brighter lightthan any you®e
ever known.

May 2007be abundantly blessed for each of
you.

Alumni Corner

Hope Hall News

Jenee LoPresti, Hope Hal class of 1998
graduaed from Greece Athena High School in
2002. While attending Athena, Jenee worked in
several different jobs Her first job was in the
Greece Centra School District Main Office. She
did administrative work there. Her next job was
at BOCES, where shedid carpentry, laundy, and
piece work. After tha, Jenee worked at Care-A-
Lot Day Care Center, as a kitchen assistant.
After graduaing, Jenee began working at Greece
Apollo Middle School, in food service. She
worked there for 1 year, then moved on to
Greece Long Ridge Elementary School.  She
now works at 2 Greece elementary schools, Long
Ridge and English Village Every summer,
Jenee has goneback to work at Care-A-Lot Day
Care Center. Jenee remembers her time at Hope
Hall very fondly. She commented tha all the
teaches were very nice, and she fet very
comfortable there. She wants to say QHelloOto
everyone

Emily Platt, Hope Hall class of 2006, is a
freshman at the School of the Arts. Her family is
thrilled with her first report card, which showed
6 A+ grades, one grade of A, and one B.
CongratulationsEmily!

Victoria Brayer, Hope Hall class of 2004, is
currently ajunior at Nazareth Academy. Victoria
was jud elected as arepresentative to the Student
Coundl. Way to go Vicki!

JANUARY LUNCH ORDERS
ARE DUE IN SCHOOL ON

DECEMBER 14"

Thank you to Volunteers
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Specid thanksto thefollowing volunteers who
hdped with the New Y ork State 5" Grade Sodial
Studies tests given in November: Jim OQ eary,
Heidi Kistler, Bridget Tierno, Rose Mary
Flihan, Jean and Jerry Lafferty, and Nancy
Carra. Thefifth grade students are so grateful for
your presence and your suppot during thetesting.

DECEMBER SCHOOL
CLOSINGS

Holiday Recess - No School

December 21 (Noon) --- January 2
School Reopens
Wednesday, January 3

HEALTH CLASS SPEAKER

Mr. Steve Hugon, Y outh Intervention
Specidist for Pathways to Peace, gave a
powerful presentation for our 7%, 8", and 9"
grade students on November 13", Pathwaysto
Peace is a project of the Mayor@ Office, City of
Rochester that focuses on gang prevention and
intervention. Mr. Hugonis both aformer gang
member and aformer U. S. Marine

Mr. Huston set up the QealityOexperience of
aQlickOor gangfor us choosng students to
represent variousmember's of hisgroup. As
these participants stood and selected othersto
stand with them, it became obvioushow quickly
the @angQcould expand. Mr. Huston spoke
abouttheredlity of gang life and panted avery
real picture of thelikely consequences. This
exercise clearly demondrated wha could happen
when someoneelse has total control of yourlife,
your pesond power, andyourchoices. Mrs.
Duritzaand Ms. Levit hopeto have Mr. Hugon
return to continuehis work with our students and
staff regarding youth intervention.

Hope Hall News

SAVE THE DATES

Thisyear our Winter Concert will be performed
on Thursday, December 21% at 10:30AM. The
students and our musc Director, Mr. Tyrell
Carver, have been working very hard and are
eage to start your holiday season with musc.

Please call and let us know if you will be
attending. Thiswill help usto haveenough
chairsfor all visitors.

Parent Empower ment Reflection Day:
Celebrate the Season of Advent

WHEN: Saturday, December 16"
1:30PM D 4:00PM.
WHERE: Sisters of St. Joseph Motherhouse
150French Road
WHAT: Timeto Listen, Reflect, Share
Time to discover the power to Be and
Do
Time to Grow and Recreate Y ourself
Cod: $5.00 offering suggested

If you are interested in attending this workshop,
please fill outtheform and return to school by
December 11", Please call Sr. Kathy (school
426-02100r Home 641-8192if you have any
guestions

Empower ment Reflection Day

Name

Address

PhoneNumber

REMINDER




SNOW CLOSINGS

1. If the City of Rochester closes school dueto
snow, HopeHall will beclosed.

2. If Gates-Chili closs, Hope Hall will also
close because it means the weather in Gates
makes it too dangeous for the children to
come to school.

3. If the district you live in closes, they will
NOT send buses to pick up your child even if
Gates-Chili has not closed schooks.

4. If HopeHall is open and the district in which
you live has closed schools, you have to
make a prudent decision. If it@ possible for
you to bring your child to school, please do
s0. If it® too dangeous or if you have no
way of getting your child here, call school to
let usknow and keep him/her hame.

5. In case of bad weather, we will list our
school clogng by 6:00 AM on the following
stations

RADIO AM:
WHAM 1180

RADIO FM:
WBEE ( 925) WPXY (985)
WBBF (989) WXXI (915)

WV OR (1005)
TV

Channds 8,10,13and R-News

PLEASE LISTEN TO THE RADIO OR
WATCH THE TV FOR CLOSINGS. |IF
YOU DO NOT HEAR OUR SCHOOL®
NAME, THEN WE ARE NOT CLOSED.

Hang this on your refrigerator or in a place
whereyou can seeit for easy reference.

WINTER REMINDERS

Hope Hall News
Thesnow will eventudly blanket our earth, and
it@ time to remind everyonetha students need to
come to school dressed for winter. Students go
outside each day for recess unless it@ raining or
thewind chill isbdow 22 degrees F. Thecold,
fresh air actudly refreshes the children and kills
many germs. However, students need to wear
boots, mittensor gloves, and have a ha or hood
for thar heads If boots are something your
child refuses to wear, then send an old pair of
sneakers and extra par of socksto school.
Students need to keep ther feet dry. Girlswho
wear skirts should have a par of dacks or jeans
to cover ther legs Younge children should also
bring an extra par of dacks or jeansto puton
ove thar school pants.

HOPE HALL COMMUNITY ROOM
NAMED

On Friday, November 17", the commurity
Roomtha we cherish was named the Sister
Ursuline Spom, S.S.J. Community Room

Sister Ursulinedied on Augug 1, 2001. She
loved HopeHall dearly, and was a zealous
suppoter of the school, the children, and Sr.
Diana

Sister Ursuline® grandniece, Karen
O@onnor, gave HopeHall asignificant donaion
this summer in hona of Sr. Ursuline Ms.
OG@onnorand her mother, Sr. Ursuline@® niece,
drovefrom Bogon, Massachustts to attend the
dedication ceremony. They were joined by Ms.
OGConno brother, hiswife, and son, who live
in Rochester, and severa Sisters of St. Josgph
who were close friendsof Sister Ursuline

Ms. O@onnoM gift will be used for
opeationsbudge, andisatremendoushdp to
us Sister Ursuline@ pictureisin our
Community roomba clear reminde of her spirit
watching over usand continuingto hep Hope
Hall.

EadridgeKiwanis Terrific Kids
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We are so proud of the numbe of HopeHall
students who regularly demongrate the
following qudities tha characterize Terific
Kids

T houghtul, E nthugastic, R espectful,
R esponsble, | nfluentia, F riendly,
| mpeccable, and C aring

For themonth of November, teachers could
select 1 student fromthar homeroomwho
demondrated these quditiesonadaly basisin
every class. Tho® studentsare: Ryan
Faulkner, Tyler Brodk, Nico Martinez, Billy
Harkin, Brandon Beard, Jacob Steele,
Dakoda Blackmer, Krista Gordon, and Tim
Wood.

These students are recognized for thar efforts
toward building community and demongrating,
in al areas of ther lives, thequdities tha make
up Terrific Kids Congratulationsto ther
parents, families, and teachers who suppot and
encourage each of themin thar efforts.

NOVEMBER
STUDENT OF THE MONTH

TheRochester A.M. Rotary has become a
patner with HopeHall in saluting students who
show outstanding effortsin ther studies and
classwork, in living outtheHopeHall rules, and
in giving voluntary service to theHopeHall
Community and beyond. It isquite an honorto
be a Student of theMonth Nominee, and 11
students earned tha hona during Octobe. We
are very proudof each of these students. They
are: Bianca Brooken, Jake Perrin, Aleksandr
Scotto, Alex DiVita, Molly Spillan, and
Marcus Pittaway.

The student who earned thetitle of Hope Hall3
Student of the Month for November 2006 is
Andrea Ferrante. Shewill beattendinga
breakfast meeting of the Rochester A.M. Rotary
on Friday, December 8th. Andrea® name will
beaddal to the STUDENT OF THE MONTH
plaguein thefronthdl and shewill receive a$10
award. In addition, the Rotary will purchase a
new bookfor our Library in Andrea@ hona.

News from Development

Hope Hall News
TheFuture Full of Hope Annud Apped isnow
unde way! Thisapped isan integra part of the
oveall fundraising god for HopeHall. If you
did notreceive a packet in themail, please call
LindaFoder in the Development Office at 426-
5824. Thank you so much for your generosty.

NEW DATESTO MARK ON YOUR
CALENDAR

Walk for Hope
12" Annud Golf Tournament

May 24th
June25th

If youhave a car tha youwould like to donde,
please call Jim DelVecchio at Hi-Way towing
ServiceN 752-6606.

If youwould liketo receive the HopeHall
Newdletter by e-mail, please call LindaFoger in
the Development Office. Also, have you seen
ourwebsgte lately? Check outourwebste at

www.hopehall.orgfor all thelatest Hope
Hall news and photsl.

SPREAD THE WORD

HopeHall can bedesignaed as a United Way
DonorOption. OQur number is2108 People
wishing to designae HopeHall to receive thar
United Way dondion must ask for a special
donor-option card and then check #2108 Last
year@ donaionsto HopeHall were $65000and
enabled usto bdance our budge withoutraising
tuition. Thefundsfrom the United Way Dona
option are critical for HopeHall. Withrising
cods of opeaation, - from gas and electric to
telephoneto cog of living and hedlth bendfitsfor
theteachers and staff, the only way to keep
tuition down isto encourage more people to
specify HopeHall to receive ther United Way
dondions Please encourage your family and co-
workers to designae HopeHall asthar dona
option.

HopeHall isaso a United Way DonorOption
for Combined Federal Campaign of Rochester
(CEC #9130)and the State Employees
Federated Appeal (SEFA #66:1012) Each of
these will have a separate nunmber and you must
request the appropriate forms.




6
Grandparents Day and Book Fair
An Enormous Success

Over 120 Grandpaents and special friends
attended our 6th annud Grandpaent@® Day and
enjoyed addicioussit-down lunch of baked ziti,
salad, and dessert with ther granddhildren.

| need to tell a story aboutthis Grandpaent(d
Day, which highlights jug how remarkable Hope
Hall parents, and grandpaents are.

Each year agroup of parents cooksall of the
baked ziti acrossthe street in the Gates
Community Center. Thisyear, three days before
the event, we foundouttha we could notuse the
kitchen in the Community Center thisyear. The
leaders of our Parent Group decided notto tell
Sr. Diana(trying to keep stressto a minimum).
Ingead they activated the paent phonetree and
gotlots of volunteers to bake the ziti at home and
ddiver it to school for thelundh.

While this was hgppening, many other parent
and grandpaent volunteers were busy covering
tables in the cafeteria and gym with beautiful
fall-colored tablecloths bringingin homemade
desserts, and getting ready to serve 125
grandpaents, 105children, 30 staff, and 20
volunteersaddiciousmedl.

| have never been as proudof our parent
groupas| wastha day.

This event, coupled with our Book Fair,
taughtour students awondeful lesson about
community Dwe@e al in this together, many
handsmake work easier, we al matter.

| also want to thank al thepeople who
worked until 1000 pmon Monda/, Tueday,
and Wednesday before the Book Fair,
trandorming our Community Roominto a
rainforest and settingup all thebooks Your
creativity and energy are tremendousgiftsto all
of usat HopeHall. Thefollowingisalist of
volunteers who hdped to make Grandpaent@
Day, andtheBook Fair possible.

Hope Hall News
Grandparent@ Day:

Ellen and William Ferguson
Annegos and Tim Sullivan
Becky and Dave Corcimiglia

Waverly Roach MirandaRichmond
Christine Geen Dorothy A. Warnick
Colleen Conne Ziegler Lynnene Grant
Aurelia Beard Lisette Ocasio
Peggy Gottschak Jennifer Russell
Laurie Mastrosmone Karen Hughes

Dr. Carl DiVita Jane Brock

Marie Seda SaraWilliams
Elizabeth Hawkes Sal Scotto
Christine Garitselov Danielle Roach

Jan Barney SueDiVita
Carolyn Roorda Ann Marie Spillan

Book Fair Volunteers:

Alan, Christine and Marcus Pittaway
Kathy Rupet, Jacob and Lexi
William and Ellen Ferguson
Carl, Matt, and Alex DiVita
Mike and Molly Spillan

Deb and Shawn Padden Chris Geen

Matt and Sara Roorda Ellen Young
DonnaRaeigh Mary Ann Springe
Laurie Mastrosmone Sal Scotto

Rita O®ara Karen Biddle
Colleen Conne Ziegler Ron Jones
Lynnene Grant Michdle Graser
Waverly Roach MirandaRichmond
Fred Dolce SueDiVita

Ann Marie Spillan Carolyn Roorda

TheBook Fair raised over $2000worth of new
titlesfor owr HopeHall library, and teachers and
staff received numerousselectionsfromthar
wish lists. Thanksto al thefamiliestha
suppoted our Book Fair.
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POINSETTIA FUND-RAISER

HopeHall's Poinsettia Sale is oneof our
oldest traditions Theproceedsfromthe
fundraiser hdp to raise much-needed fundsfor
our opaationd budge. Asmog of youknow,
the deficit between tuition for each child ($390Q
and actud cog for each child ($9400Q is $5500
per child. Itisfundrising activities such asthe
poinsettia sale and al the other thingswe do -
many of which are listed in this Newdletter, that
hdp usto make up this deficit in our opeaations
expenses.

Thepoinsttias are in 6-inch foiled pots. The
cog is$7.00 pe plant. They make wondeful
giftsfor the holiday season. Would you please
hdp usby asking family, friends co-workers,
employers, or church groupsto buy a plant
and/or purchase some yourself?

Poinsettia Pick Up ison
Mondg, December 18th
12:00 PM urtil 4:00 PM

Or
Tuesday, December 19"
7:30 AM untl 4:00 PM

Money MUST accompany
all orders.

Please return the order blanksand money to
school. Thisisbecause our distributor will not
haveany plants available for us after that
date.

Thanksfor al yourhdp. Each timeyou
paticipae in these fundraisers, you are doing
your part to keep HopeHall alive for these
children.

Hope Hall News
Usethefollowing form to order plants
if you do not havea child attending
Hope Hall.

NOTE: If you know of churches,
businesses, or banksthat purchase
poinsettiasfor the holidays, would you
ask them to consider calling Hope Hall
and ordering them fromus? Thank
Y oul

NO ORDERS CAN BE
ACCEPTED AFTER
December 8"

ORDER FORM
Color of Poinsettiais RED

# of plants ordered for December pick-up
@$7.00

Y our Name
Grade
AmountEndosed

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS
PAYABLE TO HOPE HALL




Hope Hall News



