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PRINCIPAL & CORNER

CAUSE FOR REJOICING

I want to share some tremendous news with
each of you, so that you can join with me and the
students, faculty, staff, and Board of Trustees in
celebrating God’s goodness, and miracles in our
midst.

In January of 1994, I signed a 5-year lease
agreement with the organization that owned the
building and property that we all know and love
as Hope Hall. When it was time to renew the
lease, we were told that we would have to
purchase the building for $1.2 million, or leave
because the owners wanted to sell and had other
interested buyers.

The only way Hope Hall could raise such an
enormous amount of money would be to launch a
capital campaign and convince a bank to give us a
mortgage (we had no credit history).

After doing a feasibility study, the Board and I
were advised that it would be too risky for Hope
Hall to undertake a capital campaign, because
other larger and better known institutions were
running similar campaigns, people with the most
money didn’t really know Hope Hall — we were
too small, too young, too high risk. This is just
the sort of situation that God loves to work with
in creating miracles.

Ignoring the recommendations of the
feasibility study, we rolled up our sleeves and
launched a capital campaign to raise 3 million
dollars. This would enable us to purchase the
building and begin making the necessary repairs —
roof, windows, boiler, lighting, etc.

In June of 1999, Hope Hall became the proud
owner of 1612 Buffalo Road, and two mortgages
— one for $850,000, which was held by M&T
Bank and guaranteed by Mr. Tom Golisano. This

mortgage had an 8% interest rate; the second
mortgage was for $350,000. This was held by the
former owners and was interest free for 10 years.
If we did not pay the mortgage by 2009, the
interest rate would be 8% and retroactive to 1999.

Since these mortgages were not included as
part of our operating budget, but were over and
above the $5,300 per child that we needed to raise
each year for operations, and the $50,000+ that
we needed to raise each year for scholarships, we
had our work cut out for us, but God is never out-
done in generosity if a project is God’s work.

Within 3 years we had received an extremely
generous gift of $750,000 from the Gleason
Foundation. We used $500,000 to pay off the
first mortgage and the remaining amount to
replace all the windows and begin making some
minor repairs.

The remaining mortgage continued to hover
over our heads, and as we drew closer to 2009, it
began to weigh heavier on our minds. In answer
to our prayers, two amazing people, Bob and
Jackie Sperandio, came forward with an idea:
first, see if the group holding the second mortgage
would accept $300,000 if we paid it in full by
December 1, 2006. Second, see if we could get
someone to match a Sperandio gift in paying off
the mortgage.

Through the efforts of Andy Dutcher (Board
Treasurer), the organization said they would
accept $311,500 as payment in full, if we paid by
December 1¥. Because of our brick campaign,
and the capital campaign, we needed $150,000.
We went back to our dear friends at the Gleason
Foundation and received a gift of $75,000
matched by the Sperandios) and an additional gift
of $25,000 to help with operations.
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The Sperandios gave a gift large enough to not
only match the Gleason gift, but to enable us to
repair our chimney and start a Building and
Facilities Fund to pay for on-going repairs.

So, Hope Hall is now mortgage free! We are
planted firmly at 1612 Buffalo road and with
God’s continued help, and good people who
respond to God’s promptings, we will continue to
provide a future full of Hope to our children and
their families.

Please join with me in thanking God, and
asking for God’s blessings on all the foundations,
organizations, and individuals who have helped,
and continue to help, our children and our school.

You are carried in my heart!

Hope Hall News
Kaytie Fyfe, Hope Hall class of 2003, is currently
working at Tom Wahl’s and getting excited about
finishing her senior year and getting ready to
graduate from Avalon School.

Tom Kryger, Hope Hall class of 1994, is
manager of the Regal Theater in the Culver Ridge
Plaza. He and his wife, Rebecca, have a beautiful
2-month-old daughter, Emily. If you’re looking
for a safe, clean, well-run place to take your kids
to the movies, Tom runs such a place. We’re very
proud of you, Tom!

Christina Ferrante, Hope Hall class of 2004, is
currently a junior at Nazareth Academy.
Christina recently performed in the Nazareth
Academy production of Aida. She made honor
roll for the first quarter, and was nominated for
Student of the Month in December. Great Job,
Christina!

Alison Ketterer, Hope Hall class of 2004, is
currently taking a course in EMCC at the Forman
Center. She is loving her Culinary Arts courses
and hopes to someday become a chef. We look
forward to enjoying a “good meal” with Alison in
the near future!

There is No School on Monday, January 15th in

honor of Martin Luther King Day.

Alumni News

Christmas Concert
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On December 21* the entire Hope Hall
community celebrated the beginning of our
holiday recess with a special musical event.
Special congratulations go to our Music Director,
Mr. Tyrell Carver, and all the students performing
in our fantastic Christmas Concert. Every student
in grades 3 - 8 was up on stage performing in our
instrumental music gift for the holidays. Special
thanks also goes to our chorus director, Miss
Christina Garitselov. Although our chorus is a
small group of students, they impressed the
audience with their harmony and sound as they
performed some special holiday songs. The
concert was a tremendous accomplishment for our
students and a wonderful way to start the holidays
for all that attended.

NEW YORK STATE TESTING

All students in New York State are required to
take elementary and intermediate level tests to
show levels of achievement. The next tests to be
administered this school year are the ELA or
English/Language Arts test for 4" 6" and 8th
graders. The 4th grade English Language Arts
exam will be three days of testing on January 9th
10" and 11". The 6™ graders will test on
January 17", 18" and 19th and on January 17"
and 18" the 8" grade will be taking their English
Language Arts Exam. There are 3 ways you can
help your child prepare:

1) Be sure that they get a good night’s sleep
and are rested and that they eat a healthy
breakfast, avoiding a lot of sugar.

2) Be sure they have two # 2 pencils.

3) Encourage them with statements like “You
have already learned a lot this year, and I
am proud of your progress. This is only
one test and it doesn’t show everything you
know. Don’t worry if it seems hard. The
important thing is not to give up.”

Poinsettia Super Sellersare:
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Dakoda Blackmer 35
Brandon Beard 20

Solomon Richmond 20

Anthony DiNapoli 15
Josh Lee 14

James Fleming 14
Zack Laffin 12
Kyle Hughes 11

Tim Wood 10

Billy Harkin 10
Angelle Dreier 10
Geena Gottschalk 10
Catherine Raleigh 10

Raven Thomas 21
Robert Doleman 20
Treland Presha I1I 16
Jacob Perrin 15
Alexa Rogers 14
Samantha Warner 14
Devon Geen 11
Dan Russell 10
Sara Roorda 10
Jesse Dreier 10
Alex DiVita 10
[limdar Bayramov 10

Eric Sampognaro 10

TRIP TO BOSTON

Arrangements are being finalized for the 8" and
9™ grade trip to Boston on Friday, May 25th,
Saturday May 26", and Sunday May 28™. The
trip will be a wonderful opportunity for the
students to learn as well as a time to have fun.

Some of the stops on our itinerary include:
Quincy Market, the Boston Aquarium, the USS
Constitution, Old North Church and Paul
Revere’s House, Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth
Rock and the Mayflower, and the Boston

Museum of Science.

The second deposit of $50.00 per traveler must
be paid by January 29th. This is necessary to
hold the hotel and bus. The final cost of the trip
depends on the total number of travelers. Please
make checks payable to Hope Hall. Please call
Sandy Tronolone at 426-0210 with any questions.

REMINDER
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Hope Hall News

SNOW CLOSINGS

1. If the City of Rochester closes school due to
snow, Hope Hall will be closed.

2. If Gates-Chili closes, Hope Hall will also
close because it means the weather in Gates
makes it too dangerous for the children to
come to school.

3. If the district you live in closes, they will
NOT send buses to pick up your child even if
Gates-Chili has not closed schools.

4. If Hope Hall is open and the district in which
you live has closed schools; you have to make
a prudent decision. If it’s possible for you to
bring your child to school, please do so. Ifit’s
too dangerous, or if you have no way of
getting your child here, call school to let us
know and keep him/her home.

5. Hope Hall is opened at 7:30 each morning.

6. In case of bad weather, we will list our school
closing by 6:00 AM on the following radio
stations:

MONTHLY SCHOOL EVENTS
CALENDAR

PLEASE . . .. Read_the calendar and keep it
poded in a prominent place for future reference!

RADIO AM:
WHAM 1180
RADIO FM:
WBEE ( 925)
WBBF (989)

WPXY (985)
WXXI (915)
WV OR (1005)
TV
Channels 8,10,13and R-News

PLEASE LISTEN TO THE RADIO OR
WATCH THE TV FOR CLOSINGS. IF
YOU DO NOT HEAR OUR SCHOOL®
NAME, THEN WE ARE NOT CLOSED.

WINTER REMINDERS

Students need to come to school dressed for
winter. Students go outside each day for recess
unless it’s raining or the wind chill is below 22
degrees F. The cold, fresh air actually refreshes
the children and kills many germs. However,
students need to wear boots, mittens or gloves,
and have a hat or hood for their heads. If boots
are something your child refuses to wear, then
send an old pair of sneakers and extra pair of
socks to school. Students need to keep their feet
dry. Girls who wear skirts should have a pair of
slacks or jeans to cover their legs. Younger
children should also bring an extra pair of slacks
or jeans to put on over their school pants.

UNITED WAY DONOR OPTION

Please remember (and tell everyone you know)
that Hope Hall is a United Way Donor Option.

To give to Hope Hall, please ak for a donor
option card and circle #2108. It has been United
Way Donor donations that have made it possible
for us to meet our budget. Every new donor we
get makes a huge difference!

FEBRUARY LUNCH
ORDERSARE DUE IN

SCHOOL ON JANUARY
18th.
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EadridgeKiwanis Terrific Kids

We are so proud of the number of Hope Hall
students who regularly demonstrate the following
qualities that characterize Terrific Kids:

T houghtful, E nthusiastic, R espectful,
R esponsible, | nfluential, F riendly,
| mpeccable, and C aring

Each month teachers select 1 student from their
homeroom who demonstrated these qualities on a
daily basis in every class. For December, those
students were: Alexa Roge's, Romeo Zarate,
Alex DiVita, Gabe Ocaso, Wedey Paige,
Dwayne Finkley, llimdar Bayramov, Shonte
Williams, Mikayla Dennis, and Chris
Brunschweiger.

These students are recognized for their efforts
toward building community and demonstrating, in
all areas of their lives, the qualities that make up
Terrific Kids. Congratulations to their parents,
families, and teachers who support and encourage
each of them in their efforts.

DARE GRADUATION

The 5™ grade will be graduating from DARE on
Thursday, January 11, 2007 The ceremony
will take place in the gym at 1:45pm. You are
most welcome to join us! Following the
ceremony, there will be a celebration with punch
and cake for the graduates and their families.
They really worked hard on their DARE essays
and we hope you can join us to celebrate their
hard work! Please call the school at 426-0210to
let us know if you will be attending so we can
reserve seats for you!

STUDENT OF THE MONTH

The Rochester A.M. Rotary has become a partner
with Hope Hall in saluting students who show
outstanding efforts in their studies and classwork,
in living out the Hope Hall rules, and in giving
voluntary service to the Hope Hall Community
and beyond. It is quite an honor to be a Student
of the Month Nominee, and students earned that
honor during November. We are very proud of
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each of these students. They are: Anthony
DiNapoli, Jordan Warney and Craig Dade.

The student who earned the title of Hope Hall3
Student of the Month for December 2006is
Samantha Warner. She will attend a breakfast
meeting of the Rochester A.M. Rotary in January.
Samantha’s name will be added to the STUDENT
OF THE MONTH plaque in the front hall and she
will receive a $10 award. In addition, the Rotary
will purchase a new book for our Library in
Samantha’s honor.

SPORTSUPDATE

Our 2006-2007 basketball teams have really
demonstrated the meaning of professionalism and
sportsmanship in the first half of this season. Our
boys’ varsity team coached by Mr. Carver is
currently 1 - 5. Mr. Sloan’s varsity team is 5 - 1.
We are so proud of the professional attitude the
players exhibit on and off the court.

The JV team, coached by Mr. Russell and assisted
by Mr. Madigan has also worked extremely hard
this year. This team shows great enthusiasm and
perseverance. We are excited about continuing
this determined “team first” attitude during the
rest of this year.

As always, we want to thank all of our coaches
and all the parents of all the teams for their
support.

ATTENTION PARENTS/GUARDIANS:
TAX BREAK POSSIBILITY

We urge all parents/guardians to check out NYS
Form IT-213 (Empire State Child Credit) when
you are filing your 2006 NYS Income Tax
returns. The form is new this year. This tax
credit was first proposed as an education tax
credit. You could be eligible for up to a $330 tax
break per child for every child ages four to
sixteen.
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DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Hope Hall is truly blessed to have many, many
generous friends and donors. We would like to
take this opportunity to acknowledge a group of
fine organizations that generously awarded grants
to Hope Hall since last July. We are very grateful
for our partnerships with each of these
organizations and thank them for their incredible
support.

Hubertus and Hemi Behrla Fund
Christmas Toys
The Birk Foundation
Grant to replace floors and carpeting
Castle Fund for Music Education
Music Program
Dollar General
Library Program
Egel Fund for Troubled Youth
After School Program
The Gleason Foundation
Mortgage Fund
The Golisano Foundation
Scholarship Program
HSBC in the Community
Scholarship Program
Robert and Mary Hastings Foundation
Hope Hall Program
IBM Retiree Grant Program
Laptop Computer
Rochester Press Radio Club
Sports Program
St. John of Rochester
Scholarship Program
Robert and Jacqueline Sperandio
Mortgage Fund
The Turula Family Fund
Grant for Cafeteria Repairs and
Scholarship Program
Wegmans
Scholarship Program

Thank you to Dan Mezzoprete, Donald Eldridge
and all of the volunteers who donated Christmas
Toys to Hope Hall. These many, many wrapped
toys were delivered to Hope Hall in time for
parents to choose gifts for their families. This is
the fifth year of their toy drive.

Hope Hall News
A very special thank you to Bob and Jackie
Sperandio who purchased a $20 Barnes & Noble
gift card for each of the students, faculty, and staff
for Christmas. This is a wonderful gift and we are
making arrangements for a special “Hope Hall
Day” at the Barnes & Noble in Greece in January.

Upcoming Events:

CARNATION SALE
Thursday, February 8"

and Friday, February 9"
$1.00each

Valentine@ Day Dance
8" and 9" Gradersand Alumni
Friday, February 9"
7:00D9:00

SAVE THE DATE

On Saturday, March 10" we are planning a very
special evening at the Italian American Sports
Club on Buffalo Road. Come and “Experience
Italy”, an evening of wonderful Italian Food,
Italian Music, and Italian Traditions! You won’t
want to miss this special event. More details to
come in the February Newsletter.




